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plumes between the palms of his hands before any
harm came to the young lady.
Every Tuesday while Congress was in session
Washington received visitors from three to four
o'clock. These receptions were known as his
levees. He is described as clad in black velvet;
his hair was powdered and gathered behind in a silk
bag; he wore knee and shoe buckles and yellow
gloves; he held a cocked hat with a cockade and
a black feather edging; and he carried a long sword
in a scabbard of white polished leather. As
visitors were presented to him by an aide, Wash-
ington made a bow. To a candid friend who
reported to him that his bows were considered to
be too stiff, he replied: "Would it not have been
better to throw the veil of charity over them,
ascribing their stiffness to the effects of age, or to
the unskillfulness of my teacher, rather than to
pride and dignity of office, which God knows has
no charm for me?" Washington bore with
remarkable humility the criticisms of his man-
ners that occasionally reached him.
On Friday evenings Mrs. Washington received,
and these affairs were known as her "drawing-
rooms.55 They were over by nine o'clock which
was bed-time in the Washington household; for